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What is TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter?

TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter is a collection of small and useful utilities that are
primarily focused at people working in a Windows dominant office environment with
a weak Mac support. With TECH-ARROW'’s WinShortcutter you can open Windows
shortcut files (LNK files) on Apple OS X operating system and also shortcut files created
by contentACCESS File Archive.

Check out the Browser extensions that come with TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter.

They make your life much easier.

WinShortcutter has tutorial videos for an easier understanding of the product features,

functions, and installation process. The videos are available on TECH-ARROW'’s

YouTube channel.

=a5PHOBPOT00®

Features

¢ Open MS Windows shortcuts (LNK files). Clicking on a Windows-style shortcut (LNK

file) will follow the link. If the shortcut points to a folder, a new Finder window will
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be opened, if the shortcut points to a file, the file will be loaded with the default
application for the file. If the shortcut points to a file on the network, the correspond-
ing drive will automatically be mounted, if needed.

e New Browser Extensions: On web pages containing links to local files or shared file
("file://"), clicking the link will open it via TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter's Windows

Link function.

Note: You will have to install the extension for you preferred Browser (Safari, Firefox

and Google Chrome) in TECH-ARROW'’s WinShortcutter’s System Preferences first.

e Works with Monterey, Apple M1 processor (read more here) and also with older
MAC OS.
¢ Quicklook support: Quicklook will show, where the shortcut points to.

e Possibility to view thumbnails in the Finder:

'® @® [P Shortcuts
< Hll = 0D o) 2Ev | v B Q
o ™ h'-\ = » b *'lq‘
e o R (St
4330-iguazu- 43670 - 51748-nature-brazil 323708-nature- 323712-nature-
falls-192...ortcut.Ink Shortcut.Ink - Shortcut.Ink brazil - Shortcut.Ink iguazu-f...ortcut.Ink
1076363- 10396621 - argentina - bee12fefafb94dee8  Brazil_ Waterfalls_39
copacab...ortcut.Ink Shortcut.Ink Shortcut.Ink ad70a33...ortcut.Ink 4 - Shortcut.Ink
maxresdefault - Wild_Brazil _FIFAW
Shortcut.Ink orld_Cup...ortcut.Ink

¢ Enhanced Mapping feature with arbitrary path. See section “Mappings” below for a
detailed explanation.

e TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter Services and context menus:
» You can open a textual link sent to you by a Windows user by using the service

or context menu.
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» The Finder context menu has a menu item to copy filename paths or proper URLs
into the clipboard. You can then paste the text into an email or your WIKI Server.
If the mapping paths is enabled, TECH-ARROW!'s WinShortcutter will also do a
reverse mapping. You will have to enable the Service in the Preferences.
e Path copy can also produce Paths with backslashes (\) for Windows! This behavior
is configurable in the System Preferences.
e Support for CIFS drives.
¢ Alias can be generated with Command double-click, without activating in the System
Preferences.

e Configurable support for DFS from Thursby (AdmitMAC, DAVE).

See more about the Backward slashes function here:

WPOEBW+C=EaBNOBEBTYOEOOA ¥

WinShortcutter has tutorial videos for an easier understanding of the product features,

functions, and installation process. The videos are available on TECH-ARROW'’s

YouTube channel.
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Installation

WinShortcutter is easily accessible from the WinShortcutter site directly. This installer

will guide you through the entire installation. You will need administrator rights to in-
stall the package. The package consists of 2 parts that will be installed into fixed loca-
tions:

o /Application/TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter.app

e /Library/PreferencePanes/TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter.prefPane

The installer will remove older versions of TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter (especially
Library files).

To uninstall, simply remove these files.

The installation package can be opened by double click or with the right button, then

select "Open".

<

ReadMe.rtfd TE( Open With >

ARROWSs_Wi...
Get Info

Compress "TECH-ARROWSs_WinShortcutter.pkg”
Make Alias
Quick Look

Copy
Share >

@] ® e

Quick Actions >

Create Service
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i
® | @ Install TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter I
= > Welcome to the TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter Installer
ReadMe.rtfd TECH-
ARROWsSishosicutlenple ® Introduction You will be guided through the steps necessary to install this

software.

Continue

Please note: You have to allow applications from identified developers in order for
TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter to work. Set “Allow applications downloaded from:”
to “Mac App Store and identified developers” in the Security & Privacy System Pref-

erences. You will need administrator rights to do this.

Note: If the System Preferences window is open during the installation, then the
WinShortcutter icon will not appear automatically in the tab. You need to close this

tab before the installation or refresh it by closing and reopening it after the installation.

For more information about the download and installation process, check out the fol-

lowing tutorial video: WinShortcutter: download, installation and tool set-up.
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WinShortcutter has tutorial videos for an easier understanding of the product fea-

tures, functions, and installation process. The videos are available on TECH-ARROW'’s

YouTube channel.

Usage

The mappings must be configured first. For more information about how to configure

the mappings, please read section Mappings in this manual.

Opening Windows shortcut file:

Simply double-click on a shortcut file (Figure 1 is an example) and the corresponding
folder/document will be opened. If the shortcut points to a document, the default ap-
plication for this document starts and displays the document. If the shortcut points to
a file on a network drive, the drive will be mounted automatically (if it is not already
mounted) with the protocol defined in the TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter prefer-

ences (see below).
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¥

This s a Windows
Shortcut.Ink

Figure 1: Image of a Windows shortcut

Note: Windows shortcuts pointing to an executable will not work).

If the mounting of the network drive fails, the Mappings need to be enabled. Find more

information about this action here:

TBOERV-rCea@BOBSTOOE00 ¥

WinShortcutter has tutorial videos for an easier understanding of the product features,

functions, and installation process. The videos are available on TECH-ARROW'’s

YouTube channel.

TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter Service:

To use the service, simply select the according text and choose the Service named
"Open as Windows Link" in the application menu or use the context menu. The se-
lected string needs to be in the form \\<hostname>\<mount point>\<directory>. Your

Windows colleagues in the office typically email links in this format. You can also use
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local directory strings in the service.

@ B 2@ File Edit Format View Window Help

About TextEdit T ——

Preferences... %, = . 5 T AN - EE .
L -

i
il
(]
o

v | Regular 20 v

Services

Text Er}* Add to |Tunes as a Spoken Track

Hide TextEdit - Make New Sticky Note ogy s e 1
il : Open as Windows Link
Hide Others . 3€H _ =
Show All Pictures ¥ Capture Selection from Screen
& Import Image .

it TextEdit gg iarily focused at peog

o 5 Q searching @ Look Up in Dictionary
Check out the Broy @ Search With Google DL 5y make your life mu

> ' ; .
testing the feature! ;. caging @ New Email With Selection

Features @ Services Preferences...
*+ New Brows.. _hared file ("file://"),

Windows Link function. Please note that you will first have to install the extension in TECH-AF
WOrks with Mountaln Lion: COde is signed and works wlth Gatekeeper setting "Mac App Store

+  Enhanced Mappmg feature with arbltrary path. See Description below for a detailed explanation
+  Clicking on a windows style shortcut (.Ink File) will follow the link. If the shortcut points to a folder, an
will be loaded with the default application for the file. If the shoncut points to a file on the network, the
- Youcan opEH a textual link Sent to you by a windows user by using the service or context men
- The finder context menu has a menu item to copy hlename paths or proper URLSs into the clip

Support for CIFS drives.
Ahas can be generated with Command double- chck without acuvating in the System Preferences

o _a_ee_ar_

Figure 2: TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter Service

Please note, that the “Open as Windows link” service is not available by default, it
needs to be activated.

There is an option in “System Preferences” under Keyboard = Shortcuts = Services
- Text category called “Open as Windows Link”. This has to be checked to be able to
see this option under services and in the context menu. The picture below shows

where the user may configure this:
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@ < B Keyboard Q S

To change a shortcut, select it, click the key combination, and then type the new keys.

-

- La.aunchpad & Dock Make New Sticky Note 0By
: ADAI'spI'ay Bondiedi New TextEdit Window Contain...
P S Open as Windows Link
| Keyboard e
Open man Page in Terminal G #EM

¥ Screen Shots

i O
( Search man Page Index in Ter... O 88A

@ Spotlight Perform selection as MySQL q... 4 38M
) Accessibility Show Address in Google Maps

A App Shortcuts

(< Q<

Show Map
Summarize
v Development

Artivitvu Maonitnre

Restore Defaults

Full Keyboard Access: In windows and dialogs, press Tab to move keyboard focus between:

© Text boxes and lists only
All controls

Press Control+F7 to change this setting.

TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter "Copy Path/Copy URL" service and context Menu:
TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter adds a second and third service and context menu to
the Finder which copies the path/URL of one or several files to the clipboard. Select
one or several files and invoke the context menu. You will have 2 new menu item
named "Copy Path to Clipboard"/"Copy URL to Clipboard" which copies the path of
the selected file(s) to the clipboard. The path can then later be pasted into other appli-
cations using the paste command. The copied path is a fully qualified pathname with
the following syntax \\<hostname>\<mount point>/<directory>. If you prefer backward
slashes (\), go to the System Preferences and change the default. More about this in
here.

Copy URL will copy a string to the pasteboard which is Web URI conform. This means
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that you can directly paste it into a Webpage without any adaptations.

These following services need to be also activated in the system preferences.
e "Copy Path to Clipboard"
e "Copy URL to Clipboard"

[ Desktop
: =i =y % A a 3. Q
Open
Open With >
Show Package Contents

‘] — i

Move to Trash
% Move to Dropbox

Get Info

Compress “ReadMe.rtfd”

Burn *ReadMe.rtfd” to Disc...
Duplicate

Make Alias

Quick Look “ReadMe.rtfd"
Share >

Copy “ReadMe.rifd"

Show View Options

Tags...
9020000

Services > | Copy URL to Clipboard
— Copy Path to Clipboard
Send files with TeamViewer

1" Reveal in Windows
Reveal in Finder

Figure 3: TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter Context Menu

These services can be enabled in the “System Preferences” under Services => Services
Preferences => Shortcuts => Services => General => “Copy Path to Clipboard” and
“Copy URL to Clipboard”.

TECH-ARROW’s WinShortcutter Manual | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
TECH-ARROW, a.s. | Kazanska 5B, 821 06 Bratislava, Slovakia, EU | E-mail: sales@tech-arrow.com | www.tech-arrow.com 11/22


mailto:sales@tech-arrow.com
http://www.tech-arrow.com/

% techarrow

@& | System Preferences || Edit View Window Help
ot

i About System Preferences

- >

Hide System Preferences

Q Zip and Email

Text f§ Shortcuts | Input Sources Dictation

Hide Others ) Services Preferences...

| Quit System Preferences # Launchpad & Do... & - Development
1 = Display Create Service
B Mission Control Create Workflow
Keyboard .

TECH-ARROW's Wins Input Sources Get Result of AppIeSIcrlpt
TECH-ARROW's Wint = Screenshots Make New AppleScript

) | [ Services | Run as AppleScript
copies the path/URL Fp P

ot . 4 Spotlight + Shortcuts
context menu. You v ibili

' Accessibility Zip and Email
which copies the pai App Shortcuts W Ceners
applications using tl Copy Path to Clipboard

syntax \shostnamex Copy URL to Clipboard
Preferences and char

@ o s i Keyboard Q|

To change a shortcut, select it, click the key combination, and then type the new keys.

Restore Defaults

Copy URL will copy &
paste it into a Webpz
These following serv

Use keyboard navigation to move focus between controls

- ‘CopyPey Press the Tab key to move focus forward and Shift Tab to move focus backward.
= “Copy URL
[ | Set Up Bluetooth Keyboard... ?

If the mounting of the network drive fails, the Mappings need to be enabled. Find more

information about this action in the following tutorial video: Open link from e-mail and

set-up.

THCH-AARON & Wit e
® 9 u
utter Windows link feature

Womrs

Ve P by s W Ay - e M e
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WinShortcutter has tutorial videos for an easier understanding of the product features,

functions, and installation process. The videos are available on TECH-ARROW's

YouTube channel.

Quicklook:

Try out the Quicklook feature. Select a Windows shortcut and activate Quicklook (i.e.
by pressing the spacebar).

Quicklook will show you where the Shortcut points to (see Figure 5).

o0 My Documents.ink Open with TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter t
TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter Quicklook:
File:

. . fUsers My Documents.Ink
Shortcut points to:
My Documents
L

Figure 5: Quicklook

System Preferences:

The application includes an own System Preference panel.

TECH-ARROW’s WinShortcutter Manual | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
TECH-ARROW, a.s. | Kazanska 5B, 821 06 Bratislava, Slovakia, EU | E-mail: sales@tech-arrow.com | www.tech-arrow.com 13/22


mailto:sales@tech-arrow.com
http://www.tech-arrow.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLH1CWKebnYKY0o2MaA39VwMLS02gnq-my
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLH1CWKebnYKY0o2MaA39VwMLS02gnq-my

% techarrow
| © < TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter Q
. Mount Drives using: smb 9

Create Alias as well

aw
w

Thursby DFS Software is installed

Mappings

Enable Mappings

Map from Map to

Map from:

Map to:

Use Backward Slashes

Use guotation marks

Install Browser Extensions... ?

Network Paths have the syntax <//Host/MountPoint> lccal paths start with /
Try to drag a .Ink file or any other file into the selected entry fields

Hide Details

Figure 6: Preference Panel with Details shown

The user may configure the following settings on the Preference Panel:

e Select the way a drive is mounted if needed. There are 3 possibilities to mount a

network drive:

a. smb: this will mount the network volume using the Samba service. Note that this

service needs to be enabled on the target server. This is the default value, as in

Windows dominant environments the file-server is most likely a Windows box.

b. cifs: this will mount the network volume using the CIFS service. Note that this

service needs to be enabled on the target server.

c. afp: this option will mount the network volume using the Apple File Protocol ser-

vice. Note that this service needs to be enabled on the target server (If you have a

smart IT department, then this is even possible).
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¢ Enable the checkbox "Create alias as well", if you want to create a proper Apple Alias
at the location of the Shortcut. This alias can later be used to follow the Link or to
open the document directly without using the TECH-ARROW's WinShortcutter ap-
plication. This feature can also be used when Command-double-clicking a Shortcut.

¢ Enable the checkbox "Use Backward Slashes" if you prefer Backward Slashes in the
copied path.

e Enable the checkbox "Use quotation marks" if you want to have quotation marks
around a copied string (from the Finder).

¢ Install Browser Extensions...: Use this Button to install extensions for you preferred
Browser (Safari, Firefox and Google Chrome). On Web Pages containing links to lo-
cal files or shared file ("file://"), clicking the link will open the file using TECH-AR-
ROW's WinShortcutter's Link function, including mapping of drives and so on.

e |f you have DFS software from Thursby installed (AdmitMAC, DAVE) then enable the
checkbox "Thursby DFS Software is installed" to activate the DFS support. Note that
on Mac OS X 10.11 you have DFS support directly in the OS and you do NOT need
to activate this checkbox.

e Mapping: You can add the Windows drive mappings that are used in your office, so
that you can also use text shortcuts in emails, that use the drive letters. You can also
define other mappings to localpaths as you need them. To turn the mappings off (even

just temporary) just unselect the checkbox "Enable Mappings”.

Find more information about the Backward Slashes here:
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WinShortcutter has tutorial videos for an easier understanding of the product features,

functions, and installation process. The videos are available on TECH-ARROW'’S

YouTube channel.

Mappings

The mapping pane allows to define mappings for shortcuts (LNK) or textual links (as

used with the service menu). Mappings are useful in the following situations:

e Your colleagues send you links in emails, which use drive letters. In this case, you
can define a mapping for the drive letter to a network drive.

¢ You have a local copy of a Windows hard disk and the LNK files do not work. In this
case, you might want to map all links to a local path.

e You want to map a network link to a local directory, because you have a local copy.

Note that mapping can be enabled/disabled at any time in the preferences pane to
toggle the behavior.
Mapping of drive letters

To map a drive letter to network drive (i.e. Drive letter "I" to mount point "myMount"

on host "MyHost"):
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e Enter the drive letter into the "Map From" field (in the form [:).
e Enter the network mount into the "Map To" field (//MyHost/myMount). Alterna-
tively, you can also select the "Map To" field and drag a mounted drive to the entry

field or use the browse button.

Mapping to an alternative path

To map a link to a local copy:

¢ Enter the link into the "Map From" field. Alternatively, you can also drag a shortcut
(LNK) file into the selected entry field or use the browse button to select a LNK file.

¢ Enter the local path or network path. Alternatively, you can also select the "Map To"

field and drag a drive or a file to the entry field or use the browse button.

Check out video Open link from e-mail and set-up for more information about Map-

ping of drive letters.

L LJole st N ] | Jal J-LJds]Fois)

For more information about how to enable/disable the Mappings, check out the fol-

lowing section of this video: WinShortcutter: download, installation and tool set-up.
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WinShortcutter has tutorial videos for an easier understanding of the product features,

functions, and installation process. The videos are available on TECH-ARROW'’s

YouTube channel.

Browser Extensions

The browser extensions are used to open links to local files directly by clicking on the

link in the browser.

After the installation of the browser extensions, simply click on the link as you would
for a normal hyperlink. Instead of opening another page in the browser the file is

opened with the appropriate application.

The Safari extension is installed together with the WinShortcutter app installation, and
the user only needs to enable the extension in Safari.

1. Open the browser, then click on Safari and select Preferences.
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2. Check in the WinShortcutter app on the Extensions tab.

] Extensions
@ b =2 § Q 8 0 &2 |%
General Tabs AutoFill  Passwords Search  Security Privacy Websites JExtensions QAdvanced

L » TECH-ARROW's W... .l TECH-ARROW's Winshortcutter for Safari 5.0 from TECH-ARROW's WinShart..

‘p Transforms File URLs (using the file:// protocol) in webpages so that they are
opened by TECH-ARROW's WinShorteutter.

Uninstall

Permissions for "TECH-ARROW's Winshortcutter for Safari":

« Web Page Contents

Can read sensitive information from web pages, including passwords, phone numbers
and credit cards. Can alter the appearance and behaviour of web pages. This applies to
all web pages.

« Browsing History
Can zee when you visit all web pages.

More Extensions... ?

3. Enable the extension by clicking on the Turn on button.
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Please note that these browser extensions can be a security risk. Only click on links
to local files if you know that the website that the link is originating from can be

trusted (i.e. your company’s local intranet server).

Supported Platforms

X

Intel: Mac OS X 10.6 or higher.

Limitations

Opening Windows Shortcuts pointing to executables will not work.

TECH-ARROW’s WinShortcutter Manual | ALL RIGHTS RESERVED
TECH-ARROW, a.s. | Kazanska 5B, 821 06 Bratislava, Slovakia, EU | E-mail: sales@tech-arrow.com | www.tech-arrow.com 20/22


mailto:sales@tech-arrow.com
http://www.tech-arrow.com/

% techarrow

Troubleshooting

Most of the problems that you might face during working with WinShortcutter can be
solved with nothing more than a few minutes of your time. Section Troubleshooting
takes you through the typical operating system problems teaching troubleshooting

techniques to decipher any problem and giving you the skills, you need to solve them.

Here you can find some typical problems that might occur and the solutions to them:
=  For example, you receive a file link in an email, but nothing happens when you
click on the link. In this case, you need to right-click on the link -> Services ->
Open as Windows Link. If the service is not displayed in the context menu, you
need to enable it. For more information about how to enable the service, read

section TECH-ARROW'’s WinShortcutter Service.

*  For example, you have a .Ink file (Windows link file), and you try to open the link
with double click on MAC, but nothing happens. The cause of the issue can be
the following: the link on a Windows machine is pointing to ,drive F” (mapped
shared folder on a server), and the same shared folder is accessible from the
MAC on server "ABC”. To open the shortcut, the mappings need to be enabled,
and one map need to be created to convert F: in the link's path (Map from) to
the server’s name, ABC (Map to). For more information, read section Mappings.

=  WinShortcutter icon is missing from the System Preferences - if the icon does
not appear after the first installation or the version update, the following actions
are required. First, delete/uninstall the WinShortcutter (even from the Applica-
tions) and restart the PC. Second, download and install the WinShortcutter
again. Then restart the PC one more time. After this, the WinShortcutter should

appear in the System Preferences.
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Sign in to your Apple ID

Set up iCloud, the Ap and more

Feedback

We are determined to produce good quality! Therefore, we would like to ask you to
report any bug you encounter, and any enhancement request you might have to

info@tech-arrow.com.
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